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INTRODUCTION 
The key priorities for the wool industry outlined in this document have been identified through broad 
consultation with our State Farm Organisations and their representatives. WoolProducers also 
supports the NFF’s 2022 Federal Election Priorities.   

This platform is organised by key priorities for the wool industry as relevant to the five pillars of the 
‘2030 Roadmap – Australian Agriculture’s Plan of a $100 Billion Industry’, which must be supported 
by all sides of politics. 

• Pillar One: Customers and the Value Chain 

• Pillar Two: Growing Sustainably  

• Pillar Three: Unlocking Innovation  

• Pillar Four: People and Communities  

• Pillar Five: Capital and Risk Management  

Together, the recommendations made in this platform will benefit not only the wool industry and the 
agricultural sector, but all Australians through the significant contribution wool, and the whole of 
agriculture, can deliver to our nation.  

WOOLPRODUCERS OVERVIEW 
WoolProducers Australia is the peak industry body for the wool industry. Our membership is 
comprised of the industry’s commercial, superfine and stud breeding sectors.  WoolProducers is 
nationally representative through our State Farming Organisation members and three democratically 
elected Independent Directors. Our policy areas include animal health and welfare, biosecurity, 
sustainability, pest management control, natural resource management, drought policy, emergency 
animal disease outbreak preparedness, trade and market access, and industry development including 
research, development and extension.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

INDUSTRY SNAPSHOT 

 
The wool industry is a significant commodity in Australian agriculture and makes a substantial 
contribution to the national economy. The industry employs approximately 200,000 workers and over 
the last 5 years has contributed and average of $3.6 billion in gross value of production (GVP) annually. 
Australia is the world’s biggest producer of raw wool, which makes up 1.2 per cent of the global 
apparel market by volume but 8 per cent by value and accounts for 80% of the world’s superfine wool.  
The map below indicates the main wool production areas in Australia, many of which are in regional 
and remote areas.  
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ELECTION PRIORITY 1: 

Customers and the Value Chain 
As around 98% of Australia’s wool is exported, we are incredibly trade exposed. While we have very 
well established and mutually beneficial trade relations, it is incumbent on the Australian 
Government to support and invest in market diversification opportunities, both domestically and 
internationally. 

WoolProducers’ Priorities: 

• The Australian Government maintains and strengthens existing trade relationships and 
builds new trade relationships that will enhance export market opportunities for Australian 
wool.  

• The Australian Government secures India-Australia FTA that continues beneficial market 
access for Australian wool. 

•  The Australian Government adequately resources the Modern Manufacturing Strategy and 
expands the criteria to include provision for non-food related agricultural manufacturing 
such as fibre. 

• The Australian Government increases support for industry-led market access initiatives, such 
as trade delegations, including ‘virtual’ delegations/forums to counter ongoing COVID-19 
travel restrictions that foster strengthened industry-to-industry partnerships. 

ELECTION PRIORITY 2: 

Growing Sustainably 
Wool is a natural, renewable and a biodegradable fibre that grows constantly. Wool growers work to 
preserve, protect and improve the natural resources and biodiversity on their farms and manage an 
estimated 65.8 million hectares of land. Sheep play an integral role in the ability of Australian 
farmers to sustainably manage the land. The nature of Australia’s unique landscape brings numerous 
challenges to farming. These have led to innovative methods of production. Investment in research, 
development and innovation through the levy scheme also ensures that our farming practices 
remain competitive. 

The Australian wool industry has committed to be carbon neutral by 2030. 

WoolProducers’ Priorities: 

• The Australian Government must ensure policies to transition to Net Zero do not place 
regulatory burden or economic imposts on the farm sector. 

• Any public environmental outcomes sought are agreed between the Australian Government 
and land managers, including clear recognition of outcomes already achieved on farm, and 
appropriate incentives are available to achieve these. 

• The Australian Government must commit to a consistent approach to carbon accounting and 
measurement across agricultural sectors to enable accurate measurement and assist with 
calculating mitigation efforts and offsets 

 

 



 

 

• The Australian Government commits to finding solutions to address the substandard 
international freight supply chains. 

• Continuation and expansion of the ATMAC program 

• The Australian Government commit to ongoing funding the biosecurity system through a 
long-term sustainable funding arrangement for biosecurity. 

• The Australian Government commits to funding increased maintenance of existing freight 
infrastructure, upgrading freight infrastructure identified as a priority from supply-chain 
modelling, and allocate funding to build new infrastructure that will ultimately decrease 
freight costs for woolgrowers. 

ELECTION PRIORITY 3: 

Unlocking Innovation 
Many woolgrowers live and work in parts of Australia that suffer poor connectivity and provision of 
telecommunications services. Issues include mobile blackspots, internet and NBN connection 
dropouts, lack of service providers and increased costs associated with telecommunications. Reliable 
and affordable telecommunications is important for farmers and their families so that they can 
access the digital economy for their business, innovation, education, health and social needs.  

WoolProducers’ Priorities: 

• The Australian government must provide adequate funding to fast-track the implementation 
of the 12 recommendations made in the 2021 Regional Telecommunications Review 

• That the Australian Government commits to continued contributions of matching industry 
R&D levies through the Rural Research and Development Corporation model. 

ELECTION PRIORITY 4: 

People and Communities 
A populated workforce is essential for Australia’s wool industry to continue to operate efficiently 
and profitably. Access to skilled labour throughout the supply chain, from farmhands to shearers, 
wool classers to traders, is important for the industry to grow. 

The flow-on effect of a populated wool industry workforce is a thriving and vibrant regional 
economies. 

WoolProducers’ Priorities: 

That the Australian Government commits funding to ensure the longevity of training programmes 
that provide a skilled workforce suitable for positions in all sectors of the wool industry.  

That the Australian Government provides funding to campaigns and organisations that focus on 
promoting occupational health and safety in the agriculture industry.  

• The Australian Government commits funding to ensure the longevity of training programmes 
that provide a skilled workforce suitable for positions in all sectors of the wool industry.  
 

• The Australian Government establishes a Visa Exchange program with the UK, South 
America and South Africa for wool harvesting. 



 

ELECTION PRIORITY 5: 

Capital and Risk Management 
The Australian wool industry operates in an extremely volatile environment, both in terms of 
markets and the environment, meaning that capital and risks are increasingly hard to manage. 

It is therefore incumbent on the Australian Government to facilitate regulation and other statutory 
mechanisms that assists in managing these aspects of business. 

WoolProducers’ Priorities: 

• The Australian Government needs to facilitate the maintenance and expansion of the 
accelerated depreciation provisions that has allowed farmers to invest in robust viable farm 
businesses. 
 

• The Australian Government provides seed funding for the establishment of a National 
Livestock Industries Resilience Policy and Agreement. 
 

• The Australian Government must provide continued commitment to the Regional 
Investment Corporation  
 

• Commitment to fund and expand the resourcing of the ACCC Agriculture Unit indefinitely. 
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